
Examination Preparation  How can I get 5 more marks? (Student Year 11) 
 
1.  Practise, practise, practise! An exam is 2 - 3 hours plus reading time. You need ‘match’ practice in 

answering questions for up to 3 hours (especially handwriting speed) - not just learning what you 
need to know to answer the questions (don’t forget to practice making the best use of reading time).  

 
2.  What do you need to know? Read the course outline, identify your strengths and weaknesses in the 

assessments to date (i.e. carefully review all the PMIs you have completed this year) and plan a 
structured revision program that targets those course objectives and content. 

 
3. Make sure you have checked the School Curriculum and Standards Authority syllabus documents 

for each course being studied (they may have been issued by your teacher – if not, they are 
available online at   http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/internet/Senior_Secondary/Courses/WACE_Courses  
- select courses required 

 
4.  Start using a "studying facts" sheet to record your common errors and practise them at home until 

you get it right 5 times (no cheating!). You can do this on the bus or in the ad breaks of the only TV 
show you can't miss. 

 
5. Refer back to every PMI you completed on past assessment tasks and examinations – eliminate 

the possibility of making the same mistake(s) twice (teachers have been known to ask the same 
question on more than task / examination in a year).  

 
6.  After you have revised a section, ask your teacher to identify past exam questions that target your 

areas of need. Tackle these under (timed) exam conditions. Make sure you have the solutions or 
model answers to compare with your answers. 

 
7. Find out everything about each exam – time, marks available, types of questions (essay, short 

answer, multiple choice, …) and exactly what is to be examined (or not examined) : there should be 
no surprises!! Know exactly what ‘aids’ you are allowed – calculators, notes (prepare well in 
advance), tables books, dictionaries etc. 

 
8.  Get copies of past exam papers and plan out your time frame for answering each section. Have a 

practice and see how you go. (Running out of time to answer a question is the easiest way to lose 
marks!!)  

 
9.  5 more marks could be 1 mark on each of 5 questions or 0·5 marks on 10 questions. Add the extra 

detail and include relevant examples. [To increase your ATAR by 5 points only needs a total of 12 
extra marks in your best 4 courses (for ATARs up to about 80)]  

 
10.  Mind maps, flash cards, mnemonics, key words etc. - explore the memory hooks that work for you. 
 
11.  You know the students in your class who are motivated to do well. Form a study group and meet at 

least once a week. Ensure you pre-plan the course content and objectives you are going to review 
on that date and how you are going to do it. 

 
12. Attend Study Club from 3.00 to 4.30 p.m. on Monday or Tuesday afternoons in the library. 
 
13.  Attend holiday and after school revision programs. Learning 2 or 3 things at one of these courses 

could be your 5 marks in one hit! 
 
14.  Record important notes on your iPod / MP3 / phone and listen to them when you have ‘down’ time 

or are travelling to / from school. 
 
15. How important is your part-time work? Reflect on the total time commitment – include preparing for 

work, travel time and “wind down” time. Replacing some / all the time spent at work with study may 
make all the difference in these vital final weeks of preparation. 

 
 

http://www.curriculum.wa.edu.au/internet/Senior_Secondary/Courses/WACE_Courses



